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From: tom shaddox
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood sand mining proposal
Date: Friday, November 22, 2019 11:35:57 AM

Sir:
I’m writing to express my opposition to a permit to allow a sand mining operation in the
Sweetwater River bottom on the Cottonwood golf course. There are many reasons that this is
not the appropriate use of this property.

I am concerned about traffic in the area. Traffic on Steele Canyon Rd. and Jamul drive has
increased significantly since the opening of the Jamul Casino which I realize you have no
control over. Hwy #94 traffic has increased to the point that many people prefer an alternate
route to Jamul and are using Willow Glen Road to Steele Canyon to Jamul Dr. to get there.
Add to this the already crowded traffic on Willow Glen Rd. from The many Robertson’s Redi
Mix trucks and increased traffic to the Sycuan Casino which just keeps getting worse. If you
allow the Sand Mine the traffic on Willow Glen will become unreasonable. Our residential
neighborhoods have already suffered from the noise and inconvenience without dumping the
traffic from the sand mine in the middle of it.

I am also concerned about the effects that the mining project will have environmentally on the
area. The river bottom is a riparian habitat with endangered species living in it. I know this
because I was a Manager at Hazard Construction Company when we widened Jamacha road
from Willow glen to Hwy #94 and Hwy #94 from Jamacha to Via Mercado. To Mitigate this
construction the County spent over $600,000 building a temporary sound wall to protect the
Least Bell’s Vireo’s (a bird on the endangered species list known to be in the river bottom)
from the noise we would be making by widening the roadbed. The sand mining operation will
destroy their habitat as well as create noise from excavators, loaders, conveyor belts,
generators and trucks operating in the river bottom daily. 

I am concerned about the effect the mining operation will have on the water quality in the
river bottom which is contributory to the public potable water supply at Sweetwater Lake. I
feel this needs careful consideration.

I am concerned about what effect the mining of this sand would have on air quality in the area.
In particular the emmisions and particulate matter scattered during mining operations.
importantly any Silica emissions could have a disastrous health effect on the
surrounding neighborhoods and the Grammer school located less than 400 yards
from the proposed mining operation.

In general if permitted this operation would have a very negative effect on the quality
of life in the area all around it which is all residential. This type of operation has no
place in the residential community which surrounds it and is an all together
unacceptable use of the property in this situation. I ask that you give these points
careful consideration and agree that this permit should not be granted.

Thomas D. Shaddox
3160 Cottonwood Springs Lane
Jamul, CA    91935
PH# (619) 954-7781
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From: diana shamon
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Re Sand mine on Cottonwood
Date: Sunday, November 17, 2019 7:26:48 PM

Hi Robert, 

I am emailing you to refute the potential sand mine on Willowglen. I live at 2658 Sawgrass
Street. This is a neighborhood full of kids who play outside and seniors who enjoy themselves
in their backyards. 

The noise, dust and air quality will be hazardous and unwelcome in the neighborhood. I am
pleading with you to turn down this proposal. 

My daughter plays outside in the backyard on a daily basis. I will be reluctant to let her
outside with the air quality and constant rumbling that is to come.

I hope we together can change the county's mind. Please keep our neighborhood and
community free of this sand mine. 

Sincerely, 

Diana M Shamon
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From: Alejandra Shanahan
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Golf Course change to Salt mining
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 11:14:08 AM

Mr. Robert Hingtgen,
I am sending this email to you with concern to the neighborhood.  I am concerned with all the
pollution it will bring to our area and for the wildlife that is living in the area. I am sure there's
a much better location to put a Salt Mining Field,than in the backyards of our community. It
would be devastating if a young child get hurt as they walk home past this location. It's not
safe for them or the High School students that run  Cross-country and have to breathe in that
debris that is probably not good for their lungs and later on could cause problems in their
health, and then fall back on to the approval of putting a salt mine on to the property. I hope
you have considered that as a huge red flag to not approve of a salt mine. Not to mention the
wildlife. In a Democratic State that should be a huge priority to keep our wildlife preserved as
much as possible.Also, to keep us safe from  Pollutants.Thank you for your time and
consideration on this matter.
Sincerely, 
Ali Shanahan 
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From: Marlene Shannon
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Sand Mine
Date: Friday, November 22, 2019 12:27:54 PM

COTTONWOOD SAND MINE

County of San Diego 11/4/19 EIR Public Scoping Meeting – Comment Sheet

A sand mine and a 12 year long sand mining operation in the middle of a residential
community is a REALLY BAD IDEA. 
The 250 acre Cottonwood Golf Course (now the proposed site for the sand mine) was the
nexus for the homes, schools, churches, retirement facilities, restaurants, recreation and
entertainment venues which now make up this community. This 250 acre site of open space is
a valuable asset both aesthetically and ecologically and it is an integral part of the immediate
and surrounding area. It is also a very important buffer zone for the National Wildlife Refuge
which is home to a number of endangered species.

The aesthetic value of the current site cannot be duplicated. The peace and quiet of the
landscape, the rustle of the trees, the lush green color after the rains, the singing of the birds,
the wildlife after dark - - - it’s medicine for the soul.

The destruction of this pristine site and the unquestionable support it provides to community,
the environment, the preservation of wildlife, water quality, health and safety should not be
permitted.

The sheer magnitude of the project –

- the removal of over 7,000,000 tons of earth from nearly 90% of the site with excavation as
deep as 40 feet will leave a huge and irreparable scar on the topography.

- 214 acres of serene beauty will be torn up, dug up, earth and sand and rock up to 40 feet
down will be ripped out and hauled away leaving an endless pit for future re-vegetation.

- re-vegetation success using the scraped and unused site material is highly questionable. Soil
pollution – contamination by trace elements causes deterioration of soil biology and fertility.

- The removal of 70 million tons of earth will leave a huge crevasse. The site elevation will be
as much as 25 feet below its current elevation. The site will forever be significantly and
negatively altered.

- the excavation will disrupt the flow pattern of the Sweetwater River and will likely affect
water processing at Sweetwater Reservoir, at a cost to be passed on to we the consumers.

- continued extraction may cause the entire streambed to degrade to the depth of excavation,
which will generally be around 25 feet though up to as much as 40 feet. This is a very real
possibility and of major significance.

- wells will be severely impacted and possibly dry up

- the sand mine’s water consumption for 12 years and the impact on the streambed and ground
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water is of grave concern.

- the mines effect on our potable water as there will inevitably be fuel spills and other
equipment and possible mine contaminates is concerning.

- the mines effect on health.

- the effects of the rest of the devastation from the excavators, the trucks, the air pollution, the
noise pollution, and health and safety. that will take place over the course of 10 plus years.

- a conveyor line will be built and it will clank and clatter and grind noisily every week day for
10 years as it continuously transports the mined material to the processing plant.

- grading will take place for the construction of a processing plant where, for at least 10 years
the mined material (aggregate) will be screened and washed.

- a processing plant will be built (size unknown)

- three settling ponds will be built (size unknown)

- a scale house and weigh scales will be built (size unknown)

- there will be a large area (size unknown) where trucks will be loaded with sand to make their
176 round trips per day.

- there will be:

two storage containers (size unknown)

an office trailer

an office kiosk.

This mining project will have significant and negative effects including but not limited to:

traffic – 176 diesel truck round trips per day for at least 10 years. That’s one round trip every 3
2/3 minutes for the next 10 years, spewing diesel and exhaust fumes into the air and creating
constant noise pollution and traffic congestion.

- plus 36 other vehicle and vendor round trips per day. One every 13 1/3 minutes for the next
10 years

noise pollution – the constant and inescapable diesel truck noise alone would be mentally
debilitating to say nothing of the rest of the noise from the heavy equipment, the constant
banging and clatter of the conveyor line, the washing and screening of aggregate, the loading
of the trucks and the overall noise of the operation.

visual pollution - in addition to the devastation of the land, the unsightly appearance of a
processing plant, settling ponds, scale house and weigh scales, conveyor line, storage
containers, office trailer, office kiosk, excavators, large sand trucks (number unknown), a
large area (size unknown) where trucks will be loaded, 18 vendor vehicles, numerous
employee vehicles for 10 or more years



air pollution – dust, silica dust, exhaust fumes

Crystaline silica is a basic component of soil, and sand.

(Inhaling crystalline silica can lead to serious, sometimes fatal illnesses including
silicosis, lung cancer, tuberculosis (in those with silicosis), and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD). In addition, silica exposure has been linked to other
illnesses including renal disease and other cancers.)

Every yard of sand that’s excavated, and every yard of sand that’s loaded onto the
conveyor line, or onto a truck or moved for any reason whatsoever will create silica
dust pollution. The dust pollution will be air born and wind driven spreading the
contamination far and wide.

Sand will get embedded in the tire tread of the sand trucks and other vehicles and it
will then get transported and deposited onto Willow Glen Road. From there it will get
blown around just from the wind created by moving vehicles and on windy days the
contamination will be much worse. With Santa Ana winds the pollution will be spread
for miles around. The silica dust contamination from at least 88 sand trucks plus18
vendor trucks plus sand mine employee vehicles each week day for 10 to 12 years is
a major health threat.

Per OSHA 3176 “Do not eat, drink, smoke, or apply cosmetics in areas where
crystalline silica dust is present. Wash your hands and face outside of dusty areas
before performing any of these activities.

Remember: If it’s silica, it’s not just dust.”

` - greenhouse gas emissions

- negative impact on the Sweetwater Riverbed

- wildlife – disruption to and loss of sensitive habitat areas

- safety – Willow Glen Dr. is a two lane road and it is already heavily trafficked. Adding 176
more large mining trucks each day plus 18 vendor trucks plus sand mine employee
vehicles every week day will cause serious traffic and safety issues. The accident rate will
increase. Lives will be lost.

there are many cyclists and walkers and joggers who enjoy the scenic road. Their safety will
be imperiled.

- Road damage – the volume of daily truck trips, the weight of the sand filled trucks, plus the
other daily site generated trucks and vehicles will quickly cause road deterioration. Broken
asphalt/concrete, chuck holes and/or road repairs will cause more traffic congestion and more
safety issues. The sand trucks and the 36 other vendor trucks will add 55,120 more trucks
using Willow Glen road in just one year. That’s more than one-half of a million trucks over 10
years. Then factor in the weight of the sand and the damage to the road over 10 years becomes
unimaginable.

Willow Glen Dr. is designated a County Scenic Road. There is nothing scenic about a sand



mine, excavators, processing plants, conveyor lines, sand trucks, storage containers or any
other feature of a sand mine.

- visual pollution

- home values – Cottonwood Golf Course opened in 1959. In 1978 Cuyamaca College was
built and in the following years many large and beautiful homes were built around and right up
to the golf course. Homes, schools, retirement facilities, churches, restaurants, shopping
facilities, parks, recreation and entertainment venues are all part of this community and are in
concert with the Valle de Oro Community Planning Area and the San Diego County General
Plan. The sand mine will have a drastic negative impact on home values, health and safety,
natural resources, air quality, noise pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and biological
resources all of which will significantly diminish the quality of life for all area residents. The
desirability of the neighborhood and the surrounding community will decline resulting in the
ultimate deterioration of neighborhood and community. The very concept of turning this 250
acre site into a sand mine is beyond sound judgement.

The sand mine is uncharacteristic, and incompatible with adjacent uses, with the Valle de Oro
Community Planning Area and the San Diego County General Plan.

Please recognize that the Cottonwood Sand Mine will bring no enhancement to the
community, but is instead riddled with negatives that will result in the destruction of the
quality of life and the pride and character of community.

Please reject the Cottonwood Sand Mine development request.

Respectfully.

Marlene Shannon

1303 Bernita Rd., El Cajon, CA 92020

619 442-2103

marleneshannon14@gmail.com
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